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Ec C L U 5. VIII. lO. 
nMe not the Coals of a Sinner^ left thou he burnt 
with the Fhwe of his Fire. 

. Ince our Holy Chiirch_, lo her fixth Article of 
^ Religion, harli allow'd the Apocryphal Books to 
L^ be read, fcr Example of Life and InflruSion of Mati' 
k'; 1 hopelital! not tranfgrefs any of her holy Rules 
Jd Ordinances, by taking a Text out of the writings ' 
f the Son of Sjraek^ wherein many admirable Morals 
ttd wife Dircftions are conraiti'd. And as 'tis no fmall 
re of Wifdom to avoid the Temptations and Snares 
Satan, who is defcrib'd by Job as cempa^lttg the Earth 
^Rain the Souls of Men into a ftate of Apouacy from 
bd, as the Pharifees are faid by our Saviour lo cem- 
fi Sea and Land tt makt Trefeljtei to tllCir Will- Worthip 
id Superftition ; fo 'tis a very confiderable part of hii-; 
*a Prudence to keep fuch a watch over tnemfelves. 
It they may not be mif-led from their Duty to God 
their Country, bvthe fubiile Infinuations of crafty 
!en , who under I'pecious pretences of Kiudnefi to 
*m, dial] endeavour to draw them in to fervc private 
lercft?. This ill Dsfign may proceed fo &r, as to be 
A 2 made , 



fng, a great pare ^ Hianahtand V^tViiturt ^rud(!)[] 
avoid ilic ill Influence of fu'ch Baits as thefe, left \ 
defiroy'd by the common Calamity and Mifery w 
they frequently bring upon whole Societies. Ai 
this fenfe 1 apply the Text, KindU mi the Coals of i 
Kcr, Iffi tbau be burnt with tbt Flame of his Fire. '' 
of old reported, that an Eagle, as he was flying i 
Air, faw a Bunit-offcring confuming upon the ^ 
and difcern'd that the Priell, who fliould have atte 
itjWasftandingatadiftance: hereby hcwasimlxili 
to Roop down, and fnatch a piece otFlcfli from th 
wr, which he foon carried to his own Neft in ore 
devour it as his Prey. But fo \t felt out, that a I 
ing Coal cleaving clofe to the Piece of Flefh, was 
tied with it into the. Eagle's Ncft, which foon fet 
fire, and burnt it to Alles. All Divines, both F 
and Chriftian, have apply'd this Relation to fet 
the Danger ot^ SaccHcge, by Ihewing, that whatft 
is withdrawn from the Service or Miniftryof Go 
like the Coal from ilie Altar, a matter of dangt 

, coiifeqiiencc to thofe who with-hold it. But if a (h 
fighttd £agle, who is al'piring by the Air of poj 
Breath to pliiinc himfelf with Honours, and atta 
high Dignities Hull fct^h Coals, tlio'far fromri" 
tar, to enfl,irae a Neighbourhood, or kindle tli 

^aStSaaaaaiaa^aai-a.. (mlriieic jiSooietv-i .everv i 
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^Nowthat you may the bcc:er know» my Beloved, 
OW to avoid kindling the Coals of aSinnerj I Ihall 
fjeavour, 

Fir^y To (hew you the right Ufe of Coals, as it is 

fet forth in Holy Scripture. 
Secenilf, To Ihew what Reafons you have to avoid 

joining your AlTiftance, when a wrong Ufe is made 

of them. 
thirdly^ To make fomc fhort Application. 

?/>/?, The right Ufe of Coals laid down in the Holy 

:ipture, is to teach us that we fhould endeavour by 

r Kind and ChriiHan Behaviour to foftcn the Hearts 

our Fellow- Creatures, tho' they fliou.d happen to 

lour Enemies. This is St. Paa/'sdireftion^ Rum.ii, 

10. Dearly beloved, avenge not your (elves \ but rathtr 

! pUci unto wrath : for « u written^ Vengtance u mine^ I ^ 

repay, faith the Lord. Therefore if thine Enemy hunger, 

him V if he tbirfi^ give him drink ; for in f> doinp thou 

h heap Coals of Fire on his bead. And in the Verfc 

lowing, heaping Coals of Fire is explain'd by over- 

^^ing Evil with Good ; Ver. Zt. Be not overcome with 
I, but overcome Evil with GbbJ^ The Similitude of 
lis is drawn from the Forge of a Blackfrnitb^ who 
Lps Coals on the iron which Tic intends to foften, and 
make fi[ to be wrought into that ihape .is is futabic 
Tome good ufe and purpofc. And in this manner, 
"' who are kind and beneficent to their Enemies, 
.:, by frequent Civilicies and Bcnefaftion^ foftcn the 
ednefs of their Hcirts, and bring them to fuch a 
^iper as becomes Human Nature, and thcChriftian 
tnion ; which is chiefly dc(ign'd to take otF all 
•ofcncfs and Sullenncls from our Tempers, and ro 
ler us affable, kind, and courteous to each other ; 
ing CO think and fpeak the bell of one another-, as 
imes the Sons of our Father in Heaven, who is our 
ner. Governor , and great BenefaOor. This Appli- 
in of Goals is not only lavin? aiide all Thoughts 
^ A 3 o« 
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of Revenge \ but in returning Good for Evil, derooh 
■ftr^es the Lovelinefs of the Chriftian Temper, lit 
deed, how ingaginamullit be to have Patience invitf 
cible in cafe of high Provocation ! to give no way t< 
'3ealouiy,Sufpicion,orevilStirmirc,in cafc of Doubtful 
nefs, or Uncertainty of another's Meaning ! The R.uli 
of Policy is, if any thing be doubtful, always to fufpe^ 
the worfl ; but the height of Chriftian Reh'gion is t 
imagine the belt, and to make a good Conftruiiiot 
where Words and Actions incline to the contrar) 
This alfo is a noble way of over-coming a Man, I 
over-bear bur Refentments of an injurious Aftion 
b^ the RecoUeibion of former A£ts of Kiadnefs ail 
Courtefy. 

'Tis hard meafure, to wi[)c out the Senfe of mat 
antecedent Favours, and various Expreffions of Faiti 
fulnefs, bccaufe thro' fome Unhappinefs the Perfc 
I hath been miftaken , and hath done me one Injur 
A Man fhou'd rather think, that the Injury now doi 
was only accidental, not intentional. 'Tis reafonab 
that the Experience 1 have had of his former FidelitP 
and many good Offices, fhou'd over-bear one Failiw 
of later date ; or fuppofe it was an ill Office, a r^ 
Injury which he hath done me, Itill let him hav'e tH 
Advantage of all his former AGts of Friendfhip : Tffl 
is the way to heap Coals of Fire upon his Head, am 
to melt his Heart, and run it into a Chriftian MouH 
Again, huw furprizingly engaging muft it bewhea 
Perfon, out of his own gooa Nature, or in a RefoB 
mcnt of God's Goodnefs to him, or in the Confidefl 
tion of the Fallibility and Frailty of human Nat« 
will make fuch Contlefccnfions as cannot bedemandH 
or'ejtpeded; 'Tis thus God deals with us, tho'll 
feldomdo fo to one another. How equitable is icfl 
take the difobliging Cafe Into Confideration I to cloH 
it with all the Circumftances which belong to it, ai 
give all Allowances to thcPctfon conccrn'd, for (m 
( den Surprizal, for invincible Ignorance, forcontraflli 
I NeceiHI 
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feccflity, for unavoidable Accident, for fomethmg'. 
hich might bcfal him which he could not forefce, 
ind at Jaft to give fomething to the Frailty of humaa 
lature, without any other Confideration ! He, who 
in this Difpolicion of Mind, may foften the hardeft 
[cart, and make every one the better with whom he 
(as to do in this World. 

The Soul of Man is made capable to be wrought 

ipon chiefly by this Compulfion ■, thefe Coals only 

night to foften the Hearts of Men. Compl thtm to 

ame )», that mj Houfe may he full, faith our Sariour, Ix). 

Be of his moft excellent and inftru£tive Parables. 

nt if the Mafter of a Family, having provided a 

Duntiful Entertainment for his Neighbours, fliou'd 

nd out his Servants with Fire and Faggot, to drive 

Is Guefts to Dinner, and lo compel them to partake 

f his Repafl: ■, this woii'd appear to be a favagc fort 

if Hofpicality. And if Coals of this Nanire have 

(ten us'd to bring Men to a Uniformity of Opinion, 

jJufelefs as well as a hopclefs Projeft, it hath only fee 

ortb the Spirit of Antichrift, and ferv'd to harden by 

Revocation what we ihou'd foften by Kindncfs of Af- 

!9:ion. But wou'd we compel Men to participate of 
c heavenly Doftrine, which Chtift has invited all 
en to take their Fill of i let us ihew forth the Love- 
lefs of that Dofltine, by being of a pacifying, peace- 
iking) and reconciling Spirit ; by being of a tender 
ftiQxjhcion, ready to companionate and nelp Man in 
pfcry i by being ready to hinder other Mens Sins 
lid Harms, as well as to rejoice in God's Goodnefs to 
Rers, where we have no fliare, nor are our fclves con- 
fe'd. Let us be Friends to Goodnefs, Vertue, Sobri- 
■r. Moderation, Temperance, and all Righteoufnefs, 
Hiere-cvet we find them ■, not regarding the fpecula- ' 
Ire Errors of thofe who are adorn'd with thefe molt 
ftcellcnt Qyalifications : for as the Truth may be held 
Bth Unrighteoufnefs, fo Righceoufnefs may be held 
fch Untruth-. Not but thft it is an admirable Qiiali- 
Lr. A 4 ly 
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ty to be communicative of RBOwJedgc, to be ready o 
inlhiifttlie ignorant, to lead the Weak, and guide th (^ 
Feeble in the ways of Religion,: This indeed bcingihi U 
only Compiil/ion which the Sou] is capable of receivini 
to its Advantage. Aad iathis.way God is univcrfall' n 
good-, He makttb his Su'i to ^ine en ihe Righteotis andUnrigji F< 
(eow/j Mat. 5, 45. and makitb bii Ram to faS upon the Ju It 
andthe Unjuji. Whereby we may djfcern the Bafene b 
and Narrownefs of that contraiScd Spirit, which ca t{ 
Ihow noKiiidnefs but Co thole oHts own Spiritual Clat Bi 
and particular Separation. What is the Church ( »j 
Rome, which calls tier felt Catboh'ck, but only fuch b 
pcevifh Separation ; and fuch h'keare all otherCom n 
rnuniens, who carry their AffciSion ho fartherthan C U] 
thofc of their own Pcrfuahon. Univeifal Charity g( 
final in Kcligion: Devotion in Prayer, Hearing, an Hg 
receiving the blciTed Communion of the Body an k 
Blood of Chrift, are only means to attain that gres ii 
End. And 'tis this great Chri(h'an Virtue which chiefl n 
qualifies us Co heap Coals of Fire upon the Heads of oiH ji 
Brethren, to molify their Hearts, and bring them t( li 
clofc with us in mutual Kindneffes, tho' they ihou'i 
formerly have been our Enemies. And thus I have en n 
deavour'd to fet forth to you the right ufc of Coals, i Ij 
'tis fee forth in holy Scripture. \ 

^vKStcondly, if a wroiig Ufe be made of Coals, vn\ 
not tending to foften the Hearts of Men, but thei fl 
Heads ; to pervert the Ufe of their Rcalon and Jud| ' 
ment, according to whar Mof:i faid, aGifthlindeth 
H'tft 1 in this cafe the Counfel o(che Son of Syraek^ mi 
ijon'd in the Textj may take its place, KmdU not 
Coals of a Sinner. Agreeable hereunto is a particui 
Law given by Mofet, ExcwJ. 1^. 8. Aid tboufirah u 
no Gift ; fortheGift blmJetbtbt r^ifr^ and pervertetb 1 
f^ordi of the Righteous. The Rcafons of this wholeft 
Lsw o^Moftt ate two : 1/?. Becatife 3 Gift blindeth tj 
VVifc. lily. Becauic ic perverts the Words of I.' 
Rilihrcou?. Of each of them 1 thall dilcourfe in tb( 

Ord( 
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kda, bccauCe they fet forth to ii« the inirJnfeca! Ini- 
aity of partaking of Bribery, and alfo the pernicious 
bnfcqitences which follow from thence. 
> ijt. AGift bliniieihtheWire: Now by the WiTcts 
leant in this Text, notaMan of any Extraordinary 
Ibrelight and Sagacity, of extraordinary great Prudence 
bd Penetration, not a Man skilld in all parts of PhJ- 
)fophical or Polite Learning, bu: only a Man of fuch 
■good lliare of common fenfcjas tountjcrdandhisowa 
ludncfs according to the Cicumltanccs of his Life,. 
ffaicharefuted to his Condition. He knows what is fie 
ir him to do in his Station ; how to govern his Fa- 
lily, and keep his Servants imploy'd ; how to breed I 
:p nis Children in the fear of God, and provide 
ood and profitable, and fatablc Callings for them, 
Bch as their Genius will incline to. He knows Honefty 
ibethebefl: Policy, whereby to thrive in hisOccupa- 
□n -, and he has fo much Love to his Country, as to 
ilh well to its Welfare, and in his fmall Sphere to 
ffift it too. He loves to (ee Men of Publick Spirit 
ti Places of Publick Trnft, and fuch he prefers in his 
iwn Choice. Such a Man as this is i wife Citizen -, 
ither his own private Circumilances, nor the Pub- 
tck, (hall receive any Damage by him. So long ashis 
,yc isfingle, his whole Body is full of,L^ht ^ folongas 
IS Intentions arc dirc£ted by no other Motive .but Ju- 
ice and Honefty in his private Dealings, and by a 
ove to the Goodof theCommunity ofwtiich hebcar- 
h a fmall (hare, his Wifdom will yield himfufficient 
lircftion in all the common Circumftances of Life. 
![ now a Gift is befl-ow'd upon him, which inclines 
im to the Favour of him who feckito pervert his Inte- 
■ity. The Giit feems to implv fome noble Spirit in 
ic Giver, anil fome particular Favour towards the Re- 
!ivcr, which being improved may yield future A d- 
int.igfs; fo generous, Ingood a Mandcfervcshis Affi- 
ince and- Application in his. behalf. He who wasfo 
lod to Iiiu:i, Itow good mull he needs be to the Ptiblick ! 

Thuj. 
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Thus the wiTc Mao wascaughc in a Snare^ as Eta 
with Loveiiiiefs of the forbidden Fruit in Para 
which dazled her Eyes, and dcceiv'd her Co hen 
Ruin and pcitni£tion. Thus allBribesand Gifts 
been dc!u(ivc to the Eyes, and perverted the Wifi 
ofothcrwifevcry fenlibJe Men. But that which 
dcrs this Blindncfs extremely criminal inthofewhi 
ccive Bribes, is this, that they confent willingly 
wilfully to the Cheat impos'd upon them-, for notw 
(landing theSiibcilty of placing a Bribe, the Pei 
who is defign'd to be decciv'd thereby, has it ftill it 
powerto accept or refnicir. hh in his power to cc 
dcr to what Ends and Purpofes the Bribe is offer'd h 
fjometimcthe Defign is fovcry openly laid, that i 
CO the meaoefl: Capacity. Such a one expcfts that y 
Favour mull fupply the defe£t of his Merit, thai 
Gift mull make Atonement for his Difability and li 
paciiy. And hence 'tis manifeft, that the brib'd I 
fon fhuts his Eyes againft the Light even of his t 
Judgment. Periit judiciitm ^aetiei res Iranfit in afftQi 
hehas Ihuc out his Judgment, and the Judgment ol 
others, fo long as he willbegovcrn'donly byhispre 
Inclination. Nothing Ihews the irregular Frcedon 
the Will of Man fo much, aschatichas icEnitspo 
to (hut out ail convidions : Ettamfi perfuaferii, non 
fuadihii. All Arguments are loft upon a wilful M. 
bring the (trongelt Argumenis from the Comelinefi 
Vertue, the Charm'; of Honefty, the Benefit of fc 
Profit or Advantage 1 or ftrive to aw:tkeH frim oul 
his Golden Dream, bv the dread of fome immit 
Publick Danger, 'tis ail in vain, he will ftill (hue 
Eycs,and without conlidering the Premifes will hald 
tohisConcluiion. And herein lieth theintrinlick! 
quiry of admitting of Bribes, that fuch aoneinv 
the Order of Nature which God has created in his & 
and proftitutes the Divine Creation of his God to! 
Ends and Purpofes. Tis then that a Marris in thel 
<pf himfcif, when the leading Faculty of his Soul, 

Rca 
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fcoj holds the Ballance overall his AffeSionswrrh 
Judgment and Equity ; VVhen he can call his 
loryiohis Afliftance, and compare what is paft 
thofc tilings which are prefent, and difcern the t 
:nt Defigns and Circumftances by what has hap- 1 
i of ihelike nature heretofore : when the tight of f 
Ilafe, and the reafon of the thing, fliall be freely 
led without any Biafs or ill inrn given to the plain 
: of the Cafe as it hcs before us. Then is a Man J 
'intheUfeof himfelf, when he can dilccrn where 
loneft part lies, which draws the beneficial part 
r it in true and juft proportion; when he can ! 
!rn the rcemiog from the real Advantage, the Re- 
rate from the Rc-publicki when a Man can difcern 
Self-love to be falfe and treacherous, which biaifes 
^inds in any degree from allifting above all thin^ 
?ublick- Weal, which is preferable to all other Conli- 
itions. 'Tis not every Pcrfon who can enter into 
cjConfiderations ; but yet Men of a midling Stature 
5,nGWledgc may difcern the Benefit of publick Socie- 
, and their happy Influence upon the Affalrsof Pri- 
c Perfons : Such may know, that if the publick 
mtains arc poifon'd, the private Cifterns, whicharc 
ply'd from them, will be of dangerous Influence. 
iw Bribery corrupts the very Fountain of publick 
tice. How many Pctfons is ftich an Officer oblig'd ", 
oroteft from Jufticc, who aflifted him into the Seat . 
Honour, whcreunto Jufticeisfodofely annex'd? A 
bing Magiftrate has bargain'd away in great mealurc, , 
: very End and Dclign of his Office; nay, he has loft 
very Liberty: for he who has taken the Bribe, will 
let command him, or reproach him to his Face, 
lus the Giver and Receiver of Bribes have in their 
rns engag'd each other to mutual Slavery. Wou'd \ 
u then preferve that Liberty which God has granted \ 
n in the free Ufe of your Reafon and Judgment, for 
c behoof of the publick Weal, or any other inferior ^ 
ciety fubqrdinate thereunto? Wou'd you pcefcrvc 

that i. 
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rfiatfliarcof Wi'fdom, which is your conftant Conl* « 
panicnjnd chief Affiftant in all thcAffeirs of Life, zniy 
"which in nil Exigences Ihall be prefem to you as your bcft fca 
Bofom-Friend.Cojn forcer and Counfellor ? Wou'd yoU r. 
beufefitl, cho' but in a low Station, tothe Piiblick Weal! \^. 
ilbove all things, keep your Eyesopen, that Blindiicii^V 
miy nut becoiura£tcd by Gifts-, as you love your Eyes, ii 
avoid thcSmoak of Bribery. Kindle not in rhi';, fcnfe ||. 
the Coali' of a Sinner. i 

idly. A Gift perverts the Words of the Rights n 
ou-;, i. e. corrupts his Vote as well as his Senfe : let Hi 
cvci-v one therefore who is cngag'd in the Choice oi j\ 
pubiick Magidraces, takea viewoftheQiialificationsol » 
a Magiftratc.fuch as Mofei fet forth to the People oilfrad^ g 
^bk Men^ fearitg God, and /baling Covetaufnefi, 8fc. ThC k 
Abilicyofihc Man falls firft under ConGderatioti. Can 
be difcern the true Intetcft of hisCountry.or of the fmal- \ 
lerCommunicy to which fie belongs, from falfc Ap- fc 
praranccs, from private, narrow, and by- Ends; frorn i 
the Defiens of particular Fa'Sions, wherein himfclf 
may perhaps have fome by-lntcreft or felfifti DcfignsJ'p 
Is he lb able, as to know that if he cannot do the Good |C 
he aims at, yet he will not difturb the Peace of thtfe 
Society, and embarafs thofc Affairs which he cannot 
amend ? Is his Eye hmplc, having only the public! 
Good in his view, not taking an Office to gain himfel 
Efleem without Defert, or to opprefs his Neighbour 
and difcharge his Power and Malice upon his Enemy 
Has the Man an honeft meaning? It fo, then fmaf 
Parts and Abilities will afltlt him in the difcharge o\ 
his Duty. Was he not pragmatical in the laft Office 
hedifcharg'd ? Did he not (hew himfelf ovcr-defirou 
of it ; bucbchav'd himfelf modefily and fobcrly in 
*^ithout Oftcntation or making too great a Couttfl,. 
- his Supctlonrs, when at the fame time he caft'i con* 
ipt , or took no notice of thofe who were below 
n i AUgijiratut indtcat vsrum. A Man is try'd 

ich by an Office : for nc>r onlv his intelicftuai 
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■b. moral Abilities will be fhcwn to open view. A 
Rak Man in an Office is laid under conltant Carc„aad 
!omc:imes is fubjcfted to giMC yerplexitici how to be- 
Save liimfelf. when he meets with any cafe of moment, 
jvhcrein the Publick may be concerned. He lias not 
i>een us'd to cijrious Speculations, qor has liie Publicfc 
Weal taken up any fliare of his Thoiiglits. He has fee 
lis Head upon the one thing neccflary, how to ga 
Mony , but as for any other Concern, he is wholly 
I ftranger.to it. How many fliifts will fuch a one 
make, to keep gfF from coming to the Qucftiou, IcJi he 
fhould betray his Ignorance and Folly. But.it the Ma- 
jiftratc has gain'd his Office by Bribery, he wilj be furc 
:o rake the prolitable lide of the Q;cH-ion in. any de- 
le : Freneby Turk, or Tartar, are all alike to him ;, for 
f has been a ^'eat while out of his Mony. But, . 
'Thtidly, To proceed to Application. And rirft of 
,, our ThaiiKS are due to God, by whofc Blcfllng , 
e Citizens of ihfsgrcat City arein fo great meafure 
■cferv'd from falh'ng into the Snare of bribery -, fo as 
, Tf we mayguefsthc Whokby a Part) roflicw their 
Litter dcteft.ition and abhorrence of So bnfe and foul a 
Crime. With what indignatipn was this Propofal 
generally receiv'd ? infomucbthat what St. Paul wrote 
J the Corintbianiy may be in great mcafiirc apply'd to 
le Inhabitapts of this Ward : What Cartfulutfi it wrought 

^je*\ yeo, what clearivg cf your jchti ^ yea^, what Indig- 
en ; yea, what Fetr j wbot •vthemert Dcfire i /*#, what 
\l-y yea, whatReveng^l la all things jsthAVS approved 
IT felvci to be cltar in ihts matter : i Cor. 7; I [ . And 
deed the whole City fecms to rcfcm the Injury at- 
iptcd upon the Ward. So that as bad Mannersad- 
iiniftcr occafion tothe nukingof good Laws, in like 
anner an evil £xampIe.oF one Man has flirr'd up 
any to exert their Virtue and Integrity, ro tlic mu- 
al Comfort of one another, and the Honour and 
inown of thi.- great I'roiellant Citv, ih? Envy of , 
: Gates of S^i;/o», the Refuge ofdifircirtdand per- 1 
iitcd Chriftians, the Bulwark of the Rcform'd R.c- 

iigioni 
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KgicMi, and Prote£tor of the Liberties ofEurtfel VJbi ^ 
itafoothcn have we toblefsGod[heFa:her ofallCom'' 
fortSsWho brought Light out of Darktieis,an Order oij! 
€jf Confiiiion, cliac by his gracious Providence he h^ 
To ordct'd ic, that by tlic I-all of one Man very niaai [ 
have been ratsM to a true ienk of virtuous Refolutii 
lions ? Let me fpeak one word lo you, as to goa . 
Chriilians and honcft En^li^mm: Do you chink ilia 
W3gillracy,which is a Divine Ordinantc.OiouId be puij \ 
chasd by filthy Lucre ? Are not honeft Hearts at^ \ 
clean Hands thcbeftQuaJifications for .it ? Does th l 
Pubh"ck Weal admit of any By-ends, any fiiii(ier la 
icnrions; Is it not much better to be poor.and bear a gooi ^ 
Heart to God and yottr Country, than to dwell in th j 
Tents of Bribery and Ungodlincfs; Brown Bread am 
ihcGofpei ate good Fare* and a good Confcience is \ 
continual^ Fcaft. To conclude, Let us all thank Ga : 
ihat a Gift did not fervm tbe Words of the Righteous. . 

But fecondly, What meafure (hall be meted to hiri 
who would h'xvcbltnded the Wtje with a Gift, and f^-^ 
'jsTted tbe Word! of the Righteous ? Know then, that m, 
»re not now under tbe LaWy but under Gract ; that is, unt 
dcr the Gofpel-Difpenlaiion of Mercy and Kindtiel 
which ip the highclt meafure, beyond ail human in; 
gioation, has been m the moft wonderful and ftup( 
dous manner ofFer'd to Mankind by our Saviour Jcl 
Chrill. Such an extraordinary Example of Intquitj 
had it been given out under the Law, forae ZeaL 
would have (bon appcar'd. to take vengeance, and ti 
away the Wrath of God from his People Ifratl. i 
we have not fo learned Chrift, nor does it become, 
( to take vengeance of one another, when the bed 
Men are freed from Vengeance only by the Mercy 
God. Let St. Foul rule our Condufl in this Caf 
Gal. 6. I. liretbren, if a Man be overtaken in a Fi 
ye wbicb 0re fpiriiae! reft ore fuch a one in the Spirit of Ma 
ntfi ; cmftdtringtbjjiflf, lift thou a! fo be tempted. In' 

L fcnfe let us heap Coals upon the head of our Brot. 
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1 burn, but (as has been faid in the forcgolns 
of this Sermon) to foften him, to mollify and 
him down into a good Temper ■■, thac we may 
[ him ititoa true Love to his Country, and to his 
iNeighbourhood -, that he may beftow that upon 
[Chanty, which was formerly otherwifc intended, 
refore in this Cale let us net kindle the Ceah of a 
"% that is, let us not be too fliarp and fcvere in 
iving a Sinner, for the Words of the Text bear 
Scnfe very well -, bur rather let Us put the heft con- 
tionnpon the Failings of our Brother. Thus our 
3ur Jeius Chrift) after he had charg'd his Difciples 
atch with him, Miit.%6.^B. Then/aid be unto them, 
Joul a exceedhig forrowful eutn unto death : Tarrj ye 

tmivratck with me. Yet were the Difciples fo rc- 
lefsofthisCommand, that they foon forgot thcif 
ter in his great extremity -, for he foon came to 
1, and found them faft aflcep. Yet fee how he 
6 Coals of Fire on their Heads. He is far from, 
avating their Fault, and objefting the Groffnefs of 
r.Neglcftupon foexcraordinarj'occalion. Hcoa-< 
:preients their Fault to ?eter without any aggrava- 
\ he faith unto Tettr, Whaty could ye not watch withy 
We h»ar ? and prcfently heaps Coals of Fire on 
c head, laying tneir Fault net u^on the Froward- 
lof their Will, but on the Frailty of their Na- 
: The Spirit indeed it willing, bat the Fle(h a weak, 
ike manner let us heap Coals of Fire upon the head, 
he Blackfmitbj and make the beft conftrUi5lion of 
It has happen'd ; not imputing to the Malice of. 
Will what may be better plac'J to the account of 
Ural Wcakncfs and human Frailty. The Prophcc 
|A rcprcfents the Folly of this Attificer in making 
idol by his own Labour; Ifa.44. 10, ii. Who hath 
id a God, or molten a graven Image, that u frefiiahU 
9otbfni ? The Smith with the Tongi belb worieth in tie 
lif and fajhioneth it with Hammers, andworhth it with 
Strtngtb ef hit Armt : yfa^he it hungry, and bit Strength 
futUth 






fmihth-i he drinhlB w watery and ii faint. Hereby th 
Prophet ihcws forch che great Wcaknefi of fuch 
jncaii Artificer, as to attempt a tliiag infinitely aboi 
hcOenius to conceive. Tlie Greatnefs of tlic Attcmi 
fiiews thcLincoirimon Impotcncy and Weaknefs of rl 
Pcrfon. And why fhouM it be thought a flrange thin] 
that a Man of mean Qnality and low Education, ft_ 
oiit of tlie way of abftra£lea Thoughts or philofopb 
cal Confidcrations, but applying his Mind only to oi 
thing of profitable concern to himfclf, fhould miltai 
ihc nature of fuch an excellent Vercue as Charity, 1 
is to mix it with a bafe Allay, very unfutable to i 
high Dignity, in the rank of Moral or Chriliian Ve! 
tties! Love and Co'mpaiTioa to the Souls of Men, ; 
iheyvire our Fellow-Creatures, Partakers of the I> 
vine Image, and Fellow- Members of the fame Socia 
iy, of whicli JefmCbrifi,\s the Head.-, are above t( 
thoughts of One who i? always (like^^rti^; incun 
ber'd about too many things. 'Tis a kindnefs to forgi 
Mifcarriages of this nature; Wherefore -Ice him rj 
inorc be nam'd to Honour or Difhoiiour-, much Ic 
Kt his fingic Example bs made ufe of, to caftan ud 
kind Reflection upon this gr^at and populous City, i 
which I hope God will always delight to dwell : Aa 
may he continue to counfel their CounfcUors, an 
teach their Senators Wifdom ; may he blefs them wit 
Induftry, and make the Hand of the Diligent to proi 
per :' May Truth and Juftice, Unity and Order, an< 
whatfocver things arc profitable and praife-worth)| 
flourifli and abountf among them : Mayihcy beaTct 
rour to all Tyranny and Oppreffipn, a cotiftaat Ch( 
riflicr of Liberty, and Chaftifcr of Licentioiifnefs; an 
ria/itfcef Praffc ihcregf go forth among all Nations. 

NflJi' ta God the Father, Son, *nd Ualj Ghojl , j 
;•-> aU Honour and Glorjf heth now and for evtrmtt 
.>^ Amen. . ^v 

. '* yf^..iM,J s.- 
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